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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1. (Currently Amended) A presence management apparatus connected to a 
first apparatus and a second apparatus via a network , for managing presence 
representing a dynamic attribute of a user using said first apparatus or said second 
apparatus , the presence management apparatus comprising: 

a user table for registering therein for each user a user ID, a presence of said 
user, and a matching condition for the presence which is designated by said user 
with respect to another user; 

presence update means for updating a first user's presence registered in said 
user table based on an update reguest received from the first apparatus , or updating 
afvd-a second user's presence registered in said user table based on an update 
reguest received from the second apparatus, wherein the first user uses the first 
apparatus and the second user uses the second apparatus; 

matching condition registration means for registering at said user table, a 
matching condition for another user's presence including the second user's presence 
received from the first apparatus and designated by the first user and a matching 
condition for another user's presence including the first user's presence received 
from the second apparatus and designated by the second user; and 

matching decision means of a_bidirectional matching decision between the 
first and second users A for deciding if the updated first user's presence matches the 
matching condition designated by the second user and the second user's presence 
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matches the registered matching condition designated by the first user A when the 
matching condition registration means performs matching condition registration 
processing or th e presence updat e m e ans p e rforms pr e senc e updat e proc e s si ng f o r 
the first use r for the matching condition designated by the first user or the matching 
condition designated bv the second user, wherein 

when said presence update means updated the first user's presence or the 
second user's presence registered in said user table based on an update reguest in 
a case that said first user's presence matches with the matching condition 
designated bv the second user and also the second user's presence matches with 
the matching condition designated bv the first user, said matching decision means 
decides that both of the matching conditions relating to said first user's and second 
user's presences coincide with each other . 



2. (Currently Amended) The presence management apparatus according to 
claim 1, ft^f#>ef-comprising 

matching notification means fo r, after updating process bv said presence 
update means, notifying the first and/or the second apparatus that, tfwhen the 
matching decision means deadesdecided that the first and s e cond us e r's pr e s e nc e s 
ar o coincid ent wit h th e match in g co ndi t i ons des i gnat e d by th e s e cond a nd first user s , 
respec tiv e ly , a matc h has occu fre dsaid first user's presence matches with the 
matching condition designated bv the second user and also the second user's 
presence matches with the matching condition designated bv the first user, the 
matching has been satisfied . 
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3. (Original) The presence management apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the matching condition registered by the matching condition 

registration means includes a combination of a logical sum and/or a logical product 

of a condition for two or more presences. 



4. (Currently Amended) The presence management apparatus according to 
claim 1, comprising 

w herein, f or us e a matching table for storing an identifier of the second user as 
one of matching candidates for an identifier of the first user when it is decided that 
the first user's presence matches the matching condition designated by the second 
use r and the second user's presence does not match the matching condition 
designated by the first use r , the matching dec i sion means compris e s match i ng 
cand i date storage m e ans for stor i ng th e r e in an i d e nt i f i er of th e f i rst us e r and an 
i dent i fi e r of th e second us e r as on e of matching candidates a nd 

wher ei n, i f i t i s d e c i d e d that th e s e cond us e r's pr e senc e match e s th e matching 
condit i on designat e d by th e first us e r, th e match i ng d e cis i on m e ans s e arch e s th e 
m a tching cand i dates, stor e d in th e matching candidat e stor a g e m e ans, to d e c i d e if 
th e f i rst us e r' s pr e s e nc e a l r e ady match e s the match i ng cond i t i on des i gnat e d by th e 
s o cond us e r . 



5. (Currently Amended) The presence management apparatus according to 
claim 4, 
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regist e rs th e id e ntifi e r of th e first us e r and th e i dent i fi e r of th e s e cond user as a 
m a tch i ng cand i dat e when said matching decision means, in the decision process, 
searches said user table and decides that the updated second user's presence 
matches the matching condition designated by the first user, said matching decision 
means searches said matching table to check whether the identifier of the second 
user has been stored in the matching table as one of matching candidates for the 
identifier of the first user . 

6. (Currently Amended) The presence management apparatus according to 

claim 4 claim 5 . 

wherein, if i t i s d e c i ded that the first us e r's pr e s e nc e match e s th e matching 
c o nditi o n d e s i gnat e d by the second us e r. said matching decision means checks said 
matching table, and when the identifier of the second user has been stored in the 
matching table as one of matching candidates for the identifier of the first user, the 
matching decision means decides that the both matching conditions are satisfied. 

7. (Currently Amended) The presence management apparatus according to 
claim 4, 

wherein, for the first user and the second user whose identifiers are stored as 
the matching candidates in said matching table , when the matching decision means 
decides f fthat the first user's presenc e which was updated does not matehesmatch 
the matching condition designated by the second use r and, if-4t4s de c ided tfoat-they 
do-net-match, the matching decision means deletes the identifier of the first user and 
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the identifier of the second use r stored as the matching candidates for the identifier 
of the first user from the matching candidat e storage m e ans table . 

8. (Currently Amended) An information delivery system in which a first 
apparatus, a second apparatus, and a presence management apparatus are 
connected via a network , for managing presence representing dynamic attribute of a 
user using said first apparatus or said second apparatus, 

wherein the presence management apparatus comprises: 

a user table for registering therein for each user a user ID, a presence of said 
user, and a matching condition for the presence which is designated by said user 
with respect to another user; 

presence update means for updating a first user's presence registered in said 
user table based on an update reguest received from the first apparatus , or updating 
a*d~a second user's presence registered in said user table based on an update 
reguest received from the second apparatus, wherein the first user uses the first 
apparatus and the second user uses the second apparatus; 

matching condition registration means for registering at said user table, a 
matching condition for another user's presence including the fast- second user's 
presence received from the first apparatus and designated by the first user and a 
matching condition for another user's presence including the second- first user's 
presence received from the second apparatus and designated by the second user; 
and 

matching decision means of a_bidirectional matching decision between the 
first and second users A for deciding if the updated first user's presence matches the 
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matching condition designated by the second user and the second user's presence 
matches the registered matching condition designated by the first user A when the 
matching condition registration means performs matching condition registration 
processing or th e pr e s e nc e upd a t e m e ans p e rforms pr e s e nc e updat e process i ng for 
th e first us e rf or the matching condition designated by the first user or the matching 
condition designated by the second user wherein 

when said presence update means updated the first user's presence or the 
second user's presence registered in said user table based on an update reouest in 
a case that said first user's presence matches with the matching condition 
designated by the second user and also the second user's presence matches with 
the matching condition designated by the first user, said matching decision means 
decides that both of the matching conditions relating to said first user's and second 
user's presences coincide with each other ; and 

matching notification means fo r, after updating process by said presence 
update means, notifying the first and/or the second apparatus that, i fwhen the 
matching decision means d e c i d e s decided that the first and second us e r's pr e s e nces 
a r e co i nc i d e nt with th e ma tch i ng conditi o n s des i g n at e d by th e s e cond and f i r s t us e rs, 
r e sp e ct i v el y, a match has occurr e d said first user's presence matches with the 
matching condition designated by the second user and also the second user's 
presence matches with the matching condition designated by the first user, the 
matching has been satisfied . 

wherein the first apparatus comprises means for delivering information to the 
second apparatus. 
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9. (Original) The information delivery system according to claim 8, 
wherein the matching condition registered by the matching condition 
registration means of the presence management apparatus includes a combination 
of a logical sum and/or a logical product of a condition for two or more presences. 



10. (Currently Amended) The information delivery system according to claim 
8. comprising 

wh e r ei n, for use a matching table for storing an identifier of the second user as 
one of matching candidates for an identifier of the first user when it is decided that 
the first user's presence matches the matching condition designated by the second 
use r and the second user's presence does not match the matching condition 
designated by the first user , th e match i ng d e cision m e an s of th e pr e senc e 
m a nag e m e nt apparatus compr i ses m a tching candidate storag e m e a ns f o r storing 
th e r e in an i d e nt i f ie r of the first us e r and an ident i f i er of the s e cond us e r as one of 
m a tch i ng c an d id at e s a nd 

wher ei n, if it is d e c i d e d that th e s e co n d us e r's pres e nc e m a tches th e match i ng 
cond i t i on d e s i gnated by th e first us e r, th e match i ng d e cis i on m e a ns o f t h e pre s ence 
management apparatus s e arch e s the matching candidat e s, stor e d in th e match i ng 
c a nd i dat e storag e m ea ns, to d e cid e i f th e first us e r's pr e s e nc e alr e ady m a tch e s th e 
matehin g c o n dit i on d esignate d by t he secon d use*. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The information delivery system according to claim 

10, 

wherein, i f i t i s d e c ided th a t t he first u s er's pres e nce do e s not m a tch the 
matching condition des i gnated by th e s e cond us e r, th e match i ng d e cis i on m e ans of 
th e pres e nce m a nag e m e nt apparatus r e g i st e rs a n i dentifi e r of th e first user and an 
i d e nt i fi e r of th e s e cond us e r a s a match i ng cand i dat e when said matching decision 
means, in the decision process, searches said user table and decides that the 
updated second user's presence matches the matching condition designated by the 
first user said matching decision means searches said matching table to check 
whether the identifier of the second user has been stored in the matching table as 
one of matching candidates for the identifier of the first user , 

12. (Currently Amended) The information delivery system according to claim 

11, c iai m 10, 

wherein, i f i t i s d e cid e d that th e first user's pres e nce match e s the match i ng 
cond i t i on d e s i gnat e d by th e s e cond user. said matching decision means checks said 
matching table, and when the identifier of the second user has been stored in the 
matching table as one of matching candidates for the identifier of the first user, the 
matching decision means of the presence management apparatus decides that the 
both matching conditions are satisfied. 
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13. (Currently Amended) The information delivery system according to claim 

10, 

wherein, for the first user and the second user whose identifiers are stored as 
the matching candidate s in said matching table , when the matching decision means 
of the presence management apparatus decides tfthat the first user's presence which 
was updated does not match e s match the matching condition designated by the 
second user an d, i f i t i s deci d ed that they do n o t m a t ch, the matching decision 
means deletes the identifier of the first user and the identifier of the second user 
stored as the matching candidates for the identifier of the first user from the matching 
c a nd i dat e storage m e ans table . 

14. (New) The presence management apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein a presence updated in response to the update request includes information 
about a location of an apparatus used by said user or a status of said user. 

15. (New) The information delivery system according to claim 8, wherein a 
presence updated in response to the update request includes information about a 
location of an apparatus used by said user or a status of said user. 



